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Since the inception of the Nature’s Valley Trust seven years ago we 
have been highly fortunate to have strong support from the people of 
Nature’s Valley, either as individuals or through the Nature’s Valley 
Ratepayers Association. We have also been the recipient of strong 
support from major local and international donors. We have been 
through some really tough times in terms of getting new projects off 
the ground and developing a strong platform for action against any 
threat to our natural environment. The Trust has been at the forefront of 
educating the people in the area and developing their knowledge of the 
importance of conserving our environment for the short medium and 
long term. We have in some instances had tremendous opposition from 
parties who have little regard for our natural heritage but fortunately in 
most cases we have either managed to convince them to support our 
efforts or we have managed to counter their destructive efforts in a less 
confrontational manner. What has been tremendously encouraging was 
to see the Trust develop strong relationships with our regional 
conservation partners, both public and private. These relationships have 
further led to stronger and healthier relations with local, regional and 
national government departments.  
 
What started off as a dream by a small group of people to conserve the 
environmental integrity of Nature’s Valley has now translated into the 
creation of a fully fledged non governmental organisation which this 
year won the SANParks Kudu Award for the conservation NGO which 
has the best community based programmes in the country. I believe 
that we have effectively developed the operations of the Trust to now 
incorporate three critical components of sustainable environmental 
protection, namely a strong people focus, good research and realistic 
long term conservation aims. Our programmes focus on marine, fauna 
and flora, forest, dune, estuary, fynbos and riverine conservation, with 
the latter receiving a massive boost from a R450 000 donation by the 
Table Mountain Fund to extend the research done on the Salt River to 
ten other rivers in the area over the next three years. 
 
When one looks back at the achievements thus far we see an NGO that 
has put in place a solid platform for conservation, a platform built in no 
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����  Nature’s Valley Fynbos Reserve:    The 
Fynbos Reserve is a place of upliftment and 
inspiration for many ….. including for us in 
the NVT office on days when we need to let 
our creative juices flow. 
Signage on the reserve has been updated and 
we invite you to explore the area.  

Mark Read has very generously donated  
funds towards the upkeep and maintenance of 
the Fynbos Reserve, including the 
development of plant identification signage. 
 

Par tnerships:    Cape Nature, Green Trust and 
WWF-SA, Tony & Lisette Lewis Foundation, 
Dave Edge, Professor Roy Lubke, Bitou  
Municipality, South African National Parks 
(SANParks), Willing Workers in South Africa 
(WWISA); Mark Read 
 
����  The Phyl Martin Park:  The hut in the park 

is completed and the painted walls are so 
inviting to the little people of the Valley.  
Feel free to come and look at the shell and 
plant collection in the hut and, should you 
find anything interesting, we’d be happy to 
include it in our displays.  

Oupa Daan’s nursery is thriving under his 
loving care.  Please visit the nursery for 
your indigenous plants, indigenous 
Christmas trees and lasting gifts. 
Interpretive signage in the Park has been 
updated and the ladies of the Open Spaces 
Committee have put their green fingers to 
work throughout the year to maintain the 
park as it is.  
 

Par tnerships:  Bitou Municipality, WWF-
SA, Leni du Plessis, Nature’s Valley 
Ratepayers’  Association (Open Spaces 
Committee), WWISA 
 
����  The Salt River :    The Tsitsikamma 

Rivers Macroinvertebrate Research 
Project is to be funded by the Table 
Mountain Fund.  The project will be 
implemented by Dr Ferdy de Moor 
(Albany Museum) and Prof Michael 
Samways (Stellenbosch University) and 
the NVT will co-ordinate the project.  
Phase 1 of the project begins in January 
2008 and will continue for 18 months.  
Surveys of 11 rivers, from the Matjies 

small manner by Julie Carlisle. She has been the face of the Trust, the driver of its operations and most 
importantly the energetic and passionate conservationist who set high standards for herself and those 
around her. Through a wonderful combination of tenacity and excellent people skills she managed to 
succeed in virtually every one of the endeavourers that she tackled.  
 
Since early this year Julie has scaled down her time spent on Trust work and she has now decided to focus 
her full attention on her family. She will be sorely missed but fortunately the projects that she started and 
their impact will be with us for a long time to come. Her passion for Nature’s Valley has been appreciated 
by everyone that worked with her and we thank her for this unbelievable commitment.  
 
Her ever efficient and equally passionate colleague Martine Mouton will now take on larger 
responsibilities with the NVT. We are thrilled that Martine has agreed to take on this new role as she 
brings a strong track record of knowledge and experience with the various projects of the NVT.  
 
Julie’s position will be filled in January by Daniël Cloete who was until recently the Conservation 
Manager at Kuzuko Contractual Park bordering the Addo National Park. We extend a warm welcome to 
Daniel and wish him the best in his new role with the Trust.  
 
From all the Trustees we wish you a wonderful end of year break and successful 2008.   
 

Chris van Melle Kamp 
Chairman:  Nature’s Valley Trust 

 

� � � �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� 								 �������� �������� 								 �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� 								



 3 
 

river in the west to the Groot River east of Storms River will be undertaken. 
 
Par tnerships:  Dr Ferdy de Moor (Albany Museum), Prof Michael Samways (Stellenbosch 
University), Table Mountain Fund, SANParks, Department of Water Affairs & Forestry, Dana 
Grobler (C.A.P.E. Ecological Reserve Implementation), Bitou Municipality, Eden District 
Municipality, Garden Route Initiative 

 
����  Tsitsikamma Eco Guides:  We are happy to announce that two of the Eco Guides (Stuart Krigga 

and Carmen Lawack) have, as a result of their guiding, been appointed as rangers with 
Tsitsikamma National Park.  
The guides were kept very busy the past two months with schools groups in Nature’s Valley, at 
Storms River Mouth and at Ingwe Forest Adventures.  Active Garden Route Tourism have also 
kindly taken on the guides and will be assisting in extensively marketing them in the area.  

 
Par tnerships:  SANParks, Bitou Municipality, WWISA, NC-IUCN, Storms River Adventures, Bitou  
Tourism, Bhejane 4X4 Adventures. 

 

����  Environmental Education (EE):   
 

 
 
 2007 was a successful EE year, with the help and support of Project Aware, WWF-SA and The Tony 
and Lisette Lewis Foundation. We are happy to report that we currently have 9 Outdoor Classrooms 
that are being utilized by schools and local communities. All of these classroom resources have been 
re-worked, improved and linked to all nine learning areas in the new school curriculum. Our 
objective is to incorporate the ‘environment’  into all learning areas, and not only Natural Science.  
 
September and October were busy months for the Nature’s Valley Trust. We facilitated two Adopt-a-
Beach Camps, participated in the National Beach Clean-Up day and launched two more Outdoor 
Classrooms, the Underwater and Wetland Classrooms. 
 

·  Our nearest two local schools, Crags and Coldstream, which partake every year in the Adopt-
a-Beach programme, ended the year on a high note in Nature’s Valley. The learners all helped 
clean the beach and together we all learned and experienced again, how incredibly fortunate 
we are to live in an area like the Garden Route.   

·  During Marine month 400 learners had the opportunity to participate in the Underwater 
Classroom (Extreme Marine) and explore life beneath our seas. Groups of 15 learners hiked to 
the Salt River equipped with flotation devices, goggles, snorkels and a resource booklet to 
explore the immense ocean beneath. On their way to the Salt River the learners were educated 
on the various flora and fauna in the area. Once there, with the help of the Tsitsikamma Eco-
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Tsitsikamma Mar ine Protected Area (MPA) to Remain Closed 
 

Environmental Affairs Minister van Schalkwyk announced on the 28th November that he had reached 
a decision regarding the opening of sections of the MPA to subsistence anglers.   Included here is an 
extract from his Media Statement: 

MPAs are a key part of our strategy to manage vulnerable eco-systems in a sustainable way.  They are the life-
support system critically needed to resuscitate ailing oceans and collapsing fish stocks.  They provide a refuge 
for fish, and indeed all marine species, to increase in quantity, size and reproductive output.  MPAs also 
increase catches outside reserves as juveniles migrate.  Because of our determined and forward-looking 
approach, South Africa today counts amongst the world leaders in implementing the goals set at the 2002 
World Summit on Sustainable Development - 18% of South Africa©s coastline falls within formal protected 
areas.  

It is, inter alia, against this background that I duly considered recent proposals for the opening of parts of the 
Tsitsikamma MPA for recreational fishing. In considering the issues at stake, I met with local leaders and 
personally visited the area in October. I also requested DEAT to advise me on the matter.  DEAT recommended 
that limited fishing in the MPA be allowed, albeit on an experimental basis (for a period of 12 months) and 
exclusively to local fishers who are members of the local angling forum. 

After careful consideration of this proposal, I  have decided to uphold the status quo by not allowing any 
fishing in the MPA. The reasons for originally closing the MPA in 2000 and the prevailing underlying 
circumstances have not changed. I t is important to note that this decision will not have an impact on food 
security in the area as the issue dealt with is a matter of recreational fishing. 

Opening this MPA to recreational fishing will set a dangerous precedent in a conservation area that is closed 
to all, for the benefit of all.  Allowing a few people access for recreational purposes would negate the benefits 
that accrue to all South Africans. A decision to open this MPA would effectively have signaled a broader shift in 
policy on the part of government and the beginning of a new approach that is neither sustainable nor in line 
with our stated objectives.  

In addition, opening the MPA would undermine its biological sustainability. Certain line fish species are 
already managed as an “ emergency” . The impact of catches in the MPA will lead to a decline in abundance 
because many of the resident fish species are slow growing. This, in turn, will reduce the effectiveness of the 
reproduction potential and distribution of eggs and larvae - therefore diluting the pool of reproductive fish as 
well as the availability of fish outside of the MPA. Line fish catches in particular, have collapsed almost 
everywhere along our coastline. Simply put - there is insufficient breeding fish to replenish line fish stocks. Only 
MPAs hold these breeding fish in sufficient quantities to provide for new fish recruitment. If the MPAs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

guides, a trained lifesaver and volunteers from Willing Workers in South Africa the learners were 
guided in the water while exploring.  

·  The Groot River Estuary is a perfect area for teaching and learning. The NVT has created a 
classroom on the Groot River which highlights its importance, its functioning as an estuary, a 
river and a wetland.  We have had tremendous success with this classroom, through being able to 
show learners the differences between a river, a wetland and estuary.  We have developed a 
resource which is incorporated into the Wetland Classroom (Marshy Manoevres) which compares 
the functioning of an estuary to the functioning of the human body.  

 
 
Par tnerships:  SANParks, WWISA, CoastCare, DEAT (Dept of Environmental Affairs and Tourism), 
WESSA (Wildlife & Environment Society of South Africa), WWF-SA, Tony & Lisette Lewis 
Foundation, Project Aware, Eco-Schools, ORCA Foundation  
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themselves are opened to fishing, the entire national fishery will be further jeopardised.  

Finally, it was also clear to me that, because of various practical constraints and peculiarities, it will be 
extremely difficult for effective compliance measures to be put in place to ensure that fishing activities comply 
with permit conditions. This will further expose the MPA to unnecessary risk. 

In conclusion, opening the MPA will no doubt make a few people happy in the short-term. In the long-term, 
there will be a greater loss to the eco-system as a whole. That loss will be shared by many more South 
Africans. MPAs are a short-term sacrifice for a worthwhile long-term gain. Opening the MPA for the 
exclusive use by a few will bring into question the value of MPAs by the remainder of fisherfolk. I  therefore 
call on local communities to respect this decision. I t is in the interest of the whole nation and long term 
sustainable and equitable growth and development. In this instance I  do not want to put at further risk the 
interests of fisherfolk who rely on line fish for a livelihood by giving access to recreational fishers to an 
important breeding ground of many of our line-fish species. 

��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��� ��� 			 
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Below is an extract from the Eden to Addo newsletter, written by Pam Booth, regarding the very 
exciting discovery of a rare orchid in the Salt River valley: 
 
For someone who is botanically quite challenged, the thought of spending two entire days in the field 
collecting plant specimens has never been terribly appealing.  Well, that’s all changed.  After 
meeting a wonderful bunch of women, led by the inimitable Di Turner, and a sprinkling of men (for 
photography and mechanical breakdowns) I am now the closest thing to a botanist I will ever be.  
During a two day survey we were treated to some of the most beautiful wild  orchids I’ve ever seen.   

Below left is Acrolophia barbata, an endangered orchid 
 that had more than 30 magnificent blossoms on its stem.  
 A Disa cornuta was yet another exciting find – an 
unassuming but very sweet little orchid that stands knee 
 high and just gets on with the job of being an endangered  
orchid in the Cape Floral Kingdom – no small task when 
you look at the rate of coastal development.  But it wasn’ t 
enough to find two “ specials” .  We also stumbled upon a  
robust population of endangered Leucospermum glabrum  
– all within a couple of square meters!  The  
custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers  

(C.R.E.W.) a group of expert botanists, assisted in positive identification of the plants. 
 

What a BIG Chick! 
By Geoff McI lleron 

 
These photographs, which were taken on the 18th 
October this year, show a Klaas©s Cuckoo chick on 
a property adjacent to ours in Nature’s Valley. The 
chick is being fed by a pair of over-worked foster 
parents, Greater Double-collared Sunbirds, which are 
much smaller than their large charge and respond  

constantly to the persistent calls (high pitched piping notes) for food 
from the youngster.  

  
My wife, Jill, and I had seen the nest used by the Sunbirds more than a  
month before but were unaware of the predation by Klaas©s Cuckoos  
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which were calling almost incessantly in our area at that time. My attention was drawn to the cuckoo 
chick by some lady bird-watchers who were visiting Nature©s Valley. 
  
The young cuckoo was becoming highly mobile and actively flying from tree to tree in the area so 
that finding it was becoming progressively more difficult. Based on literature (conspicuously short 
tail and flying ability - Roberts VII) the bird probably left the nest some 7 to 10 days prior to the 
photographs being taken. 
  
FOR THE BIRD ENTHUSIASTS: 
 
There has been some debate as to whether the chick could be an Emerald and not Klaas©s Cuckoo. 
The chicks of the two species are difficult to tell apart and even the adult females are very similar. 
However the following factors do not support it being an Emerald Cuckoo:  

·  There is an indistinct white patch behind the eye of the chick (the Emerald Cuckoo has no such
patch).  

·  The barring on the throat appears grey, not green or greenish as for Emerald Cuckoo.  
·  The cuckoo egg must have been laid between 6 and 12 September (Incubation 11-12 days; 

nestling 19-20 days; post fledging age 7-10 days) which is about a month before Emerald 
Cuckoos started calling in our area. One would expect the cuckoos to be calling at the time of 
breeding. I don©t think the Emerald Cuckoos had returned on migration to NV at that time.  

·  The area where the nesting took place (near our home) is well treed but away from true 
forest. Whilst Emerald Cuckoos occur only a few hundred feet away in true forest (Forest Drive 
area), I have never noted them in our immediate area. Emerald Cuckoos are rather specific to 
evergreen and riparian forest and really dense woodland habitats while Klaas©s cuckoo favours 
more open woodland and forest edge.  

·  We heard frequent and strong calling of adult Klaas©s Cuckoos in our area in early September. 
This species has been calling in Nature©s Valley (more than 1 pair noted in NV) since June this 
year and appears to overwinter here every year.  

·  Sunbirds are documented (Roberts VII) as primary hosts of Klaas©s Cuckoo and Greater Double-
collared Sunbirds are cited specifically as one of its hosts. Sunbirds are not included amongst the 
hosts listed for Emerald Cuckoos. 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE …….. 
 

Everyone will be aware  
of the devastating floods  
which ravaged the Garden  
Route at the end of  
November.  Floods seem to be occurring  
more and more frequently and this  
has been predicted by scientists  
involved in global warming and climate  
change. This period of our earth will  
surely go down as one of irony ….  
Floods, yet severe water shortages;  
enormous technological advances,  
yet an inability to undo what has  
been done; and, as George Monbiot writes, “A Failure of Good Intentions” .  For many there is a 
feeling of helplessness and hopelessness about this global happening.  However, despite the all too 
realistic warnings of dire consequences which face us, George Monbiot in his book, ‘Heat’ , writes: 
 
“ Curtailing climate change must, in other words, become the project we put before all others.  If we 
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“ Rub a dub dub , two in a tub 
SAVES WATER”  

Dur ing the December holidays, try to share lifts into town.  We are happy to keep a list in the 
office (NVT) of people willing to share lifts. 

We have had no feedback on any development issues following our last newsletter.   
 
– As far as we are aware, the Bitou Land Audit is still currently being reworked by the Municipality; 
– We have received no further information on the status of the Kurland Estate Development; 
– The Kurland Village development is currently between Phases, with phase 1 almost completed and 

preparations for Phase 2 being undertaken. 
 
Rumours currently abound regarding two new developments in the area and we will possibly have to 
tackle these in the new year. 

fail in this task, we fail in everything else.  But is it possible?  Is it, as James Lovelock sometimes 
suggests, too late? 
I don’ t believe it is.  We have a short period – a very short period – in which to prevent the planet 
from starting to shake us off.  Our aim must be to stop global average temperatures from rising to 
more than 2° above pre-industrial levels, which means more than 1.4° above the current point. 
….. For the campaign against climate change is an odd one.  Unlike almost all the public protests 
which have preceded it, it is a campaign not for abundance but for austerity.  It is a campaign not for 
more freedom but for less.  Strangest of all, it is a campaign not just against other people, but also 
against ourselves.”  

 
Hello’s and Goodbye’s 

By Julie Car lisle 
 
Sadly, the time has come for me to move on to a new way of life - playing Mum and working from 
home.  The past six years have been a time of learning, many exciting (and a few not-so-exciting) 
challenges, and, generally, wonderful exploratory and fulfilling times.  I arrived in our lush, green 
Nature’s Valley on my birthday in 2002 from the dry succulent Karoo of Oudtshoorn, and was 
welcomed by a bay bubbling with dolphins – a day I won’ t forget!  I feel extremely privileged to 
have had the opportunity to work for the Trust.  As much as the organization has grown and 
expanded, so too have I and for this I must thank all those who I have worked with and come to 
know.  I will not be waltzing off into any sunset, but will still keep up with the Trust’s successes and 
stay in touch.  I have no doubt that the Trust will grow to new heights in the capable hands of 
Martine Mouton and the new Project Manager, Daniel Cloete, who starts in January. 
 
Daniel has been working in the Addo area as Conservation Manager for the past six years with 
Kuzuko, a Contractual Park with Addo National Park and comes highly qualified.  He is currently 
busy with his MSc.  We look forward to welcoming Daniel and wish him every success. 
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A & J Dick Trust, Albertyn Family, Anderson Family, Allison family, R Barker, D Barnes, MC Basson, CM Bath, GE 
Bath, S Bekker, Bhejane 4X4 Adventures, Biesenbach Family, J Blaine , D Blaine , FH Blignaut, Bouwer family, IH 
Braatvedt, Brand family, Breen family, R Browne,  G Buchner, Callaghan family, ML Carstens, Cameron family, 
Campbell family, CEPF, Cooper family, Corbitt family, Coulson family, Cronje family, JP & BA Daffue,  Dalrymple 
family, H De Clercq, De Bruyn family, De Clercq family, R De Muelenaere, Dedwith family, LW Dekker, J De Wet, Die 
Boord, L Du Plessis, MM Du Toit, Dugmore, M, Dyk family, Ellison family, S Engelbrecht, Erens family, Esterhuizen 
family, Excelsior Farm, Faber and Le Roux, Findlay family, Firth family, Flemming Family, Fox M, Frankies Family, 
Gerber R, Gibson, Gilbert P, Ginn Family, Girdwood Family, Goeller Family, HA Graham, D Grant, Green Trust, T 
Grobicki, G Grobler, Andre & Maritha Hamman, P & M Hammes, Harmse family, Harpur family, Harris family ,Guy 
Hayward, Gordon Hayward, M Hepburn, D Heyns, G Heyns, G Hobbs, M Hobbs, HJ Hover, Inkwazi Trust, HB 
Isherwood, IUCN, P Jackson, Jensen family, J Johannson, JH Johnson, KM Kamp, B Keeble, B Kerswill, Kirsten 
family, Klein family, Koekemoer family, Emile Kotze,  Kriegler family, Krone family, MN Kroon, AJ Kruger, W Kruger, K 
Kruyshaar, L Langton, AW Lategan, le Roux family, David & Shirley Levy, Nicholas Littlefair, Liversidge family, GP 
Lombard, Lyell Trust, Mackenzie family, Des & Karin Mahony, MJ Marchand, J Martin, B Marx, D Mason-Jones, WG 
McIlleron, Mitchells Brewery, G Montgomery, Moore family, Mossienes, Mudge family , Myburgh family, R Nichol, P 
Niven P, C Noble, JA Noble, NVRA, AL Ochse, Julia Oliver, CP Oosthuizen, D Oscroft, WR Parkhurst, G Paterson, 
Perlman family, P Perry, A Pienaar,  N Pienaar,  G Player, D Powrie, PC Pretorius, G Pretorius, Prinsloo family, PJ 
Quarmby, J Rae, Rattray family, M Read, M Richards, Rosenthal family, IL Shires, Sinbosh family, DW Smith, Staples 
family, PE Streicher , A Sturgess, Sturgess Grandchildren, The Tony and Lisette Lewis Foundation, S Taylor, 
Thalassa Trust, JB Theron, T Timson, Taute family, Tsitsikamma Ladies Forum, Van De Pijpekamp family, Van der 
Hoven family, Van der Merwe family, L Van der Walt, Van der Westhuyzen family, A Van Hasselt, C Van Hasselt, G 
Van Hasselt, J van Hasselt, Van Heyningen family, C Van Melle Kamp, HJ Van Niekerk, K Van Niekerk, ML van 
Niekerk, MS Van Tonder, RR van Wyk, PR Van Zyl, JB Venter, RH Venter, P Vichos, SF Viljoen, C Visser, Von 
Holten family, Wagener family, Watt family, C Wessels, B Whall, Whitesides family, A Whyte, Wiswe family, Withers 
family, D Woode, MS Woolf, R Young, WWF-SA. 
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Please note that on the 29TH December we have a competition for children to make some innovative creations 
from rubbish 

Start Now!!!!! (Materials available at the Trust Office) 
 

 
Date 
 

 
Activity 

 
Explanation 

 
Place  

 
Time 

 
Costs 

 
Wednesday, 
19 December 

 
*Hobbit Trail 
 
 
Church Bazaar 
 

 
A walk through the forest with fun and 
games along the way 

 
Parking Area: De 
Vasselot Camp 
 
Church Hall 

 
09h00 
 
 
16h00 

R10,00 
per child 

 
Thursday, 
20 December  

 
Birding walks and 
talks with Geoff 
McIlleron 
 
*Billy the Brenton 
Blue Butterfly 
 
Baboon Meeting 

 
A tour through the forest looking at the 
unique forest birds in the area 
 
 
A tour for children to discover the 
wonder of our coastal dune fynbos  
 
Presented by Cape Nature 

 
Parking Area at 
De Vasselot 
Campsite 
 
Fynbos Reserve 
 
 
Church Hall 

 
06h30 
 
 
 
09h00 
 
 
18h00 

 
R10,00 
per person 
 
 
R 10,00 
per child 
 
No charge 
 

 
Friday, 21 
December 

 
*Sandcastle 
Competition 
 
 
Environmental 
Movie:  Planet Earth 
Series 
 

 
Good, clean, family fun in the sun.  Get 
creative.  This year’s theme …. “Global 
Warming”.  
 
Contact us for details   

 
Beach entrance 
number 1 – At 
the Valley Shop 
 
Church Hall 

 
09h00 
 
 
 
20h00 

 
R50,00 
per team 
 
 
R10,00 
per person 

 
Saturday,  
22 December  

 
Trash Creations 
Start Now!!! 
 
Valley Trees with 
Oupa Daan 

 
Make some innovative creations from 
rubbish.  Materials available at the 
office.   
 
Join Oupa Daan Muller on an 
exploration of the trees of Nature’s 
Valley 
 

 
Nature’s Valley 
Trust Office 
 
Nature’s Valley  
Rest Camp 

 
09h00 
 
 
09h00 

 
No charge 
 
 
Donation 

 
Sunday, 23 
December  

 
* Treasure Hunt 
 

 
Botanical treasure hunt with fun prizes 

 
Phyl Martin park 

 
15h30 

 
R20, 00 
per person  
 

 
Monday, 24 
December  

 
*Rock Pools 
 
 

 
Tidal exploration 
 
 

 
Beach entrance 
number 1 – At 
the Valley Shop 
 

 
09h00 

 
R10 per 
child 
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Thursday, 27 
December  

 
Birding walk and 
talk with Geoff 
McIlleron 
 
*Boulle Competition 
On the Beach 

 
As above 
 
 
 
Teenagers vs adults vs families vs 
Nature©s Valley Trust 
 

 
Parking Area at 
De Vasselot 
Campsite 
 
Meet at lagoon 
Parking area 

 
06h30 
 
 
 
10h00 

 
R10,00 
per person 
 
 
R40, 00 
per team 

 
Friday, 28 
December  

 
Triathlon 

 
300m swim, 12 km  cycle and 3km run, 
around in Nature’s Valley 

  
07h00 – 
07h30 

 
R50,00 
per 
individual 
or team 
 

 
Saturday, 29 
December 

 
*Shell Midden 
 
 
CCoonnsseerrvvaannccyy  AAGGMM  
  

 
Go back in time and relive the life of the 
San with fun and games 
 
 

 
Lagoon Parking 
Area 
 
Church Hall 

 
10h00 
 
 
19h00 

 
R10,00 
per child 

 
Sunday, 30 
December  

 
*Flyfishing Clinic 

 
Professional fly fishermen will be in 
Nature’s Valley to present a clinic on 
the art of flyfishing 
 

 
Lagoon Parking 
Area 

 
08h00 

 
R100,00 
per person 

 
Wednesday, 2 
January  

 
Birding Walk and 
talks with Geoff 
McIlleron 
 
*Extreme Marine – 
Underwater 
classroom 
 
*NNVVTT  AAGGMM  
 

 
As above 
 
 
 
Discover the unique creatures found 
under the water at Salt River  
 
 
Theme: Re-use, reduce and re-cycle 
 

 
Parking Area at 
De Vasselot 
Campsite 
 
Beach entrance 
number 1 
 
 
Church Hall 

 
06h30 
 
 
 
10h00 
 
 
 
19h00 

 
R10,00 
per person 
 
 
R10,00 
per child 

 
Thursday, 3 
January 

 
*Wetland walk 
 
 
 
Environmental 
Movie:  Blue Planet 
Series 
  

 
A walk through a degraded and re-
habilitated wetland followed by games 
and lots of fun 
 
Contact us for details  
 
 
 

 
NVT Office 
 
 
 
Church Hall 

 
10h00 
 
 
 
20h00 

 
R10,00 
per child 
 
 
R10,00 
per person 

 
For more information and bookings please phone Julie or Martine:  044 531 6820 / 082 322 2209 / 082 329 1229 

 

NB!!  * Please phone and confirm attendance for those events  
marked with an asterisk  



 13 

�
 

  
The global impact that humans are having on the environment is slowly showing its face. Over the last two 
years there is been a change in climate, rainfall, as well as plant and animal distribution. The question is 
raised where, how and who must start the change to save the earth. Well there is no better starting point than 
our own homes.  
 
Projects: 
Our conservancy strives to link with, develop and support as many projects as possible and to encourage 
members to contact us if they have any suggestions for projects. For the last few months the conservancy 
has been investigating the possibilities of a carbon footprint project. All of the members have received 
guideline files with information and hints on a more environmentally friendly way to live. We are in the 
process of using those guidelines to develop a simple audit for all members to see how their everyday living 
in the Valley impacts on the environment and what each of us can do to reduce that impact. 
 
Southern Cape Conservancy meeting: 
The Nature’s Valley Conservancy was the host for the last Southern Cape Conservancy meeting. A 
consultant of Hilland Associates from George gave a presentation on Environmental Impact Assessments 
(EIA’s) and the important role that conservancies play in development applications. All the conservancies 
received a map of their areas identifying the border lines, neighbouring conservancies and organizations. 
The meeting ended with a few minutes of reflection for all the conservancies to look back on the year, 
reflect on successes, and look at the year ahead. The Nature’s Valley Conservancy looks forward to a year 
of challenges, opportunities and lots of success. 
 

Conservancy AGM: 
 

The Nature’s Valley Conservancy AGM will take place on the 29th of December 2007 at 
19h30 at the Church Hall in Nature’s Valley. We invite all members, as well as non-

members, to come and join us. 
 

 
I f any of you have ideas for  projects, or  information that you feel we should add to the Conservancy 
Guideline file, please e-mail or  post your  ideas to us. We will be having a conservancy meeting in 
December and you are welcome to present your ideas to us then.   
 
 

Please note that membership of the Urban Conservancy is free. 
All you need to do is complete the membership form below and drop it off or send it to the 

Nature’s Valley Trust office. 
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 NATURE’S VALLEY URBAN CONSERVANCY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Name: 
 
Erf: 
 
Postal Address:   
 
Telephone:     Cell: 
 
E-mail address:   

 
Property Inclusion: 

 
Yes 

  
No 

 

Please send me a copy of 
the Constitution 

 
Yes 

  
No 

 

 
Signature: 

    

 

Return to:  PO Box 230, The Crags, 6602 / Fax:  044 531 6668 / E-mail: nvalley@worldonline.co.za 

 


